Onyx pulmonary artery embolization after treatment of a low-flow dural arteriovenous fistula: case report.
Endovascular management of dural arteriovenous fistulas (DAVFs) has become an accepted primary and often definitive therapy. We present the first documented case of Onyx pulmonary embolism after embolization of a low-flow DAVF. A 63-year-old man presented with subarachnoid hemorrhage secondary to a DAVF. Computed tomographic angiography, magnetic resonance imaging, and initial conventional angiogram were negative. A repeat angiogram demonstrated a DAVF, which was cured with Onyx embolization. A routine chest computed tomography after intervention revealed an asymptomatic Onyx embolization cast in a subsegmental pulmonary artery. Endovascular treatment options include transarterial embolization with microcoils, polyvinyl alcohol particles, n-butyl-2cyanoacrylate, and Onyx (ev3 Neurovascular, Irvine, California). Complications associated with the use of Onyx are low but include embolizate pulmonary embolism. Patients often remain asymptomatic, but for symptomatic patients, conservative treatment options usually result in resolution of symptoms.